
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Newsletter 2018 

  February begins with Catholic School Week in full swing. On February 1
st  

 

he the students spent part of the day volunteering at People's Place stocking shelves, sorting 

clothes, fabrics and moving lumber.  On February 2
nd

 7
th

 grade will be helping the younger 

students participate in all the games at the Winter Fest.   I know they will do a great job!   

In Math 7-1 this month the Seventh grade will begin a unit on expressions and 

equations. The students will apply the properties of operations (associative, commutative, 

distributive) to write expressions in both standard form and in factored form. They will use 

linear equations to solve unknown angle problems and other problems presented within 

context to understand that solving algebraic equations is all about the numbers.  Students 

use the number line to understand the properties of inequality and recognize when to 

preserve the inequality and when to reverse the inequality when solving problems leading to 

inequalities. They will interpret solutions within the context of problems.  

In Math 7-2 we will begin to understand connections between lines, linear equations 

and proportional relationships. The students will learn the concept of a function and why 

functions are necessary for describing geometric concepts and occurrences in everyday 

life.  Once a formal definition of a function is provided, students then consider functions of 

discrete and continuous rates and understand the difference between the two. 

In Science this month the students will be studying Plants and Ecosystems/Biomes. 

The students will identify different types of plants, their processes, and reproduction. We 

will then move into Ecosystems and Biomes: the interaction of living things.  



  In Language Arts we will be reading both fiction and nonfiction material that reveal 

life- altering moments . As students read they will be asked to cite textual evidence and 

determine the central idea. They will determine the connotative, and technical meaning of 

words as they are used in writing. They will also learn to analyze how structure is used to 

convey meaning, and determine the author’s point of view and purpose. We will continue to 

work on the elements of writing, the use of transition words and finding the main idea and 

theme in preparation for the Common Core NY State ELA Test. We are also reading 

Animal Farm together. We did research on the Russian Revolution and will continue to 

make connections between political figures and characters from the novel. We will also 

sharpen our writing skills and review the rules for noun- verb agreement. 

  In Social Studies, after we take an in depth look at the structure of our government we 

will see how it works for the young nation from 1789-1800.  We will research George 

Washington’s administration, the economy of Alexander Hamilton, foreign policy and the 

rise of political parties.  

 

Stay warm, 

 

Mrs. Balcanoff 

 

 

 


